JAN 30 2012

Colonel William J. Leady, Commander

US Army Corps of Engineers, Sacramento District
1325 J Street

Sacramento, California 95814

Dear Colonel Leady:

The Department of Water Resources (DWR) has enclosed, for your review and
concurrence, statements of Basic and Overall Project Purpose that have been
developed pursuant to Section 404(b)(1) of the Clean Water Act (CWA) regarding the
implementation of the Bay Delta Conservation Plan (BDCP). The Basic and Overall
Project Purpose statements for the BDCP were developed in coordination with
representatives from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) Regulatory Division in
the Sacramento District office. DWR received informal concurrence with the statements
via email from the Sacramento District, Regulatory Division on December 22, 2011.

Over the course of several years, DWR, in collaboration with federal and state resource
agencies, public water agencies, local governments, non-governmental organizations,
agricultural interests, and the general public, has been developing the BDCP. The
BDCP sets out a comprehensive conservation strategy for the Sacramento-San Joaquin
Delta designed to advance the co-equal planning goals of restoring ecological functions
of the Delta and improving water supplies and the reliability of delivery of those supplies
to 25 million Californians and the State’s agriculture industry. The implementation of the
BDCP will involve multiple actions that will affect “waters of the United States,” as
regulated under Section 404(b)(1)(CWA). As such, DWR has been working with
USACE to develop an approach to ensuring proper, efficient, and timely compliance
with the CWA.

Upon receiving concurrence from USACE on the Basic and Overall Project Purpose
statements, DWR will work with the Sacramento District on the development of an
alternatives analysis to determine that the project as implemented is the “least
environmentally damaging practicable alternative,” as required under Section 404(b)(1).
We will also continue to work with USACE to ensure that the implementation of the
BDCP is consistent with the requirements of Section 14 of the Rivers and Harbor Act.
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-~ ~WR appreciates USACE’s efforts in development of the Basic and Overall Project
Purpose statements for the BDCP project and we appreciate your prompt attention to
this matter. If you have any questions or comments please feel free to contact me at
(916) 6563-7007, or Cassandra Enos, Environmental Program Manager, at
(916) 651-2987.

Sincerely,
Original Signed By
Mark W, Cowin

Mark W. Cowin
Director

Enclosure

ce: {See attached list)

Cassandra Enos: Michelle McGowan
BDCFP CWA OPP Concutrence Request



cc. Mr. Michael Jewell _
Regulatory Division Chief
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Sacramento District
1325 J Street, Room 1480
Sacramento, California 95814

Mr. Michael G. Nepstad

Deputy Chief, Regulatory Division

US Army Corps of Engineers, Sacramento District
650 Capitol Mall, Suite 5-200

Sacramento, California 95814

Ms. Karen Schwinn

Associate Director, Water Division
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Region

75 Hawthorne Street (WTR-1)

8an Francisco, California 94105

Ms. Erin Foresman

Environmental Scientist & Policy Coordinator,

US EPA Region 9 C/O National Marine Fisheries Service Central Valley Office
650 Capitol Mall Suite 5-100 '
Sacramento, California 95814

Mr. Tom Hagler

Assistant Regional Counsel

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Region ¢

75 Hawthorne Street, RC-2

San Francisco, California 84105-3901

Mr. Paul Robershotte

Integrated Water Resource Planning,
South Pacific Division

US Army Corps of Engineers

1455 Market Street :

San Francisco, California 95103-1399



Cathy Crothers, Room 1118-22
Office of the Chief Counsel

Michelle Morrow, Room 1118
Office of the Chief Counsel

Dale Hoffman-Floerke, Room 1115
Delta and Statewide Water Management

Cassandra Enos: Michelle McGowan
BDCP CWA OPP Concurrence Request



PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL DRAFT
12-22-12 cae

BAY DELTA CONSERVATION PLAN

BASIC AND OVERALL PROJECT PURPOSE STATEMENT
PURSUANT TO SECTION 404 OF THE CLEAN WATER ACT

BASIC PURPOSE"

The restoration and enhancement of ecological functions, including aquatlc habltat restoration; and improvements
ta the water conveyance infrastructure and the supply and refiabil water deliveries conveyed.

To implement the Bay Delta Conservation Plan {BDCP), w tch has been de51gned to achl e the co-equal goals of

The proposed act!on is the mplementation ofthe Water Operations and Conveyance Conservation Measures
component of the Bay Delta Conservatlon Plan. The water operations and conveyance conservations measures are
designed to aljow greaterﬂexxblhty in balancmg the needs of the Sacramento-San loaquin Delta estuary {Delta)
with reliable water supply. ‘S“pe ifi actions include modifi cations to the State Water Project and Central Valley
Project conveyance facilities, if udmg the addition of new points of diversion in the north Pelta, and other
facilities to convey water around the Delta. These water conveyance measures will align water operations in the
Delta to better reflect seasonal flow patterns, reduce the physical impact of a southern Delta diversion point, and
protect fish with state of the art fish screens.
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